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assembling in a special quarter which bore their name, and which
is mentioned in the Mishnah as the Chamber of the Hassaim?-
If it could be proved that their objection to the sacrifice of
animals was the result of a ban upon eating flesh, and the conse-
quent obligation of a vegetarian diet, the probability of Pytha-
gorean influence on this point also would be considerably in-
creased. As it is, however, there is nothing to this effect in
any of our early sources, and those modern scholars who attri-
bute this form of asceticism to the Essenes are only drawing a
possible conclusion from the fact that they eschewed bloody
sacrifices.2 Recently, Eduard Meyer has maintained 3 that there
is no need to go beyond the limits of Judaism itself in order to
explain this abstention, and he draws attention to a passage
in Amos (v. 21-5) where Jahweh rejects sacrifices offered to
him and claims in their place the exercise of justice. Meyer
affirms4 that the attitude of the Law towards sacrifices is
throughout one of toleration rather than of injunction, and he
points out that this is, in fact, the interpretation which the
Rabbis gave to the opening chapters of Leviticus when they
stressed the words " he whose heart prompteth him to offer a
sacrifice." Unfortunately, there is nothing to prove that an
interpretation suggested, in all likelihood, by the very dis-
appearance of the Temple actually obtained in Israel at a time
when it still claimed to be with its elaborate sacrificial ritual,
the religious centre of the nation.

IV

DOCTKINES

However much they may have separated themselves from
their fellow-countrymen, the Essenes were and remained Jews.
So far as we know, they never regarded themselves as heretics.
Indeed, Josephus tells us 5 that he spent three whole years
among them for the purpose of perfecting his Jewish education !

Their essential Judaism is further attested by their scrupulous
regard for the Law, and more particularly by their constant

1  Sheqalim, v, 6 ;   CCLXXVU, 267 ff.                                              __

2  LXXV, ii, 569 ;  CCLXXVH, 285 ; CCLH, 317.    Contra, CCLXXVTEI,
11, 397, who still maintains that the Essenes, in besonderem Masse,
looked upon the consumption of the flesh of animals, or of any once living
creatures, as a sin.    The reasons given are not very convincing.

3 CCLXXVm, ii, 398.

4 Relying on LXXXVUI, 260S n. 4.

5 CCLXXVm, ii, 394, compares the three groups (Sadducees, Phari-
sees and Essenes) with the schools of the scholastic philosophers or with
the vier orthodoxen Rechtssysteme des Isldms.